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PWCS Sixth Grade Summer Reading Program 

Suggested Reading 

The following titles are suggestions for summer reading. Other books selected by the student with guidance from a parent/guardian 

and/or librarian are also acceptable. Participation in the PWC Public Library Summer Reading Program – Journey Through Books and 

its documentation is also acceptable.  

 
Author Title Pub. 

Date 
Annotation 

Ignatow, Amy Research for the Social 
Improvement and General 
Betterment of Lydia 
Goldblatt & Julie Graham-
Chang or any book by 
Amy Ignatow 

2010 Best friends Lydia and Julie study popularity in an attempt to prepare for middle 
school. 

Smith, Roland I, Q: Book One: 
Independence Hall or any 
book by Roland Smith 

2008 Q and his new step-sister find themselves in the middle of spies and terrorists in 
Philadelphia.  

Korman, Gordon Masterminds or any book 
in the series by Gordon 
Korman 

2015 Life in Serenity, New Mexico, is pretty uneventful until Eli and his friends discover 
that they are the result of an experiment using DNA from some of the most 
infamous criminals who ever lived. 

Sheinkin, Steve Two Miserable 
Presidents: Everything 
Your Schoolbooks Didn’t 
Tell You About the Civil 
War or any book by Steve 
Sheinkin 

2008 Factual, fascinating, and occasionally even funny account of the events that led 
to the Civil War. 

Black, Holly The Bronze Key or any 
book in the Magisterium 
series by Holly Black 

2016 Callum returns to the Magisterium for his Bronze Year but becomes involved in a 
murder investigation when one of his fellow students is killed. 

Bartoletti, Susan 
Campbell 

Terrible Typhoid Mary: A 
True Story of the 
Deadliest Cook in 
America or any middle 
school book by Susan 
Campbell Bartoletti 

2015 True story of Mary Mallon, a cook who unwittingly infected dozens with typhoid in 
the early 1900s, and the efforts of doctors and scientists to identify the cause and 
stop the spread of the disease. 

Roth, Veronica Divergent or any book in 
the series by Veronica 
Roth 

2011 A teenager living in a dystopian society finds herself at a crossroads when she is 
supposed to choose one of her society’s factions, each prizing a different quality: 
honesty, selflessness, bravery, peacefulness, or intelligence. 

Riordan, Rick The Lightning Thief or any 
book in the Percy 

2005 Percy discovers that his father is the sea god Poseidon and attends Camp Half-
Blood with other children of the gods. 
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Jackson and the 
Olympians series by Rick 
Riordan 

Swanson, James Chasing Lincoln's Killer or 
any middle school book 
by James Swanson 

2009 True account of the pursuit of John Wilkes Booth after the assassination of 
Abraham Lincoln. 

Grimes, Nikki Garvey's Choice or any 
middle school poetry book 
by Nikki Grimes 

2016 Garvey must reconcile his own interests against those of his sports-loving father 
in this novel in verse. 

Maddox, Jake Paintball Problems or any 
middle school sports book 
by Jake Maddox 

2013 Max’s summer plans go off-track when the school bully joins his paintball league. 

Engle, Margarita Drum Dream Girl or any 
book by Margarita Engle 

2015 A young girl in 1920s Cuba works to show that girls can be drummers, too. 

Christopher, Matt Play Ball! or any book by 
Matt Christopher 

2013 A Little League Baseball World Series Championship is on the line for cousins 
Liam and Carter. 

Telgemeier, Raina Smile or any middle 
school book by Raina 
Telgemeier   

2010 Raina loses her front teeth in an accident—but that’s only one of the many issues 
she must deal with in middle school. 

Carson, Gail The Lost Kingdom of 
Bamarre or any middle 
school book by Gail 
Carson 

2017 Although she has been raised as the daughter of the Latki Lord Trove, Peregrine 
learns that she is really Bamarre-born and must come to the aid of the Bamarre 
people. 

various authors Who Was Harriet 
Tubman? or any book in 
the Who Was series by 
various authors 

2002 Short, entertaining biographies about historical figures such as Tubman, an 
escaped slave who led many others to freedom on the Underground Railroad. 

Curtis, Christopher 
Paul 

The Mighty Miss Malone 
or any book by 
Christopher Paul Curtis 

2012 Deza and her family leave Indiana for Michigan in search of her father during the 
Great Depression. 

Erskine, Kathryn Seeing Red or any book 
by Kathryn Erskine 

2013 In the racially-divided Virginia of the 1970s, Red’s mother wants to sell his 
deceased father’s car repair business, but Red doesn’t want to let that happen. 

Barnhill, Kelly The Girl Who Drank the 
Moon or any book by 
Kelly Barnhill 

2016 Left in the forest as a baby, Luna has been raised by a witch, a swamp monster, 
and a (tiny) dragon, but the magic that grows as she approaches her thirteenth 
birthday will change everything. 

Kadohata, Cynthia Weedflower or any book 
by Cynthia Kadohata 

2006 During WWII, Japanese-American Sumiko and her family are relocated from their 
farm in California to an Arizona internment camp. 

 


